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Sample DNR Permit Application Letter 
 
 
Jack Riessen, Supervisor 
Floodplain Permits Section 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Wallace State Office Building 
900 E. Grand 
Des Moines, IA  50319 
 
Dear Mr. Riessen: 
 
Enclosed find an application for a Floodplain Development Permit for the Iowa Department of 
Transportation.  The application is for a channel change on for Beaver Creek in Hardin County 
associated with the relocated US 20 highway project. 
 
The submittal includes the following: 

1. Completed application form 36  
2. Vicinity map showing location of project and adjacent landowners 
3. Typical existing channel cross section 
4. Typical proposed channel cross section 
5. Channel change plan and profile, including a seal and certification statement by a licensed 

professional engineer 
6. Road plan and profile sheet in the vicinity of channel change 

 
Note that a request for variance to IAC 567-72.2(1)b is included with the project. 
 
If you have questions related to the application or need additional information, please contact our 
office or Dave Claman in IDOT’s Preliminary Bridge Design Section. 
 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
    John Engineer, P.E. 
    ABC Consultants 
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Sample DNR Application Form 36 
JOINT APPLICATION FORM 

ITEMS 1 AND 2 FOR AGENCY USE  
1.  Application Number 2. Date Received 

3. AND 4. (SEE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS) NAME, MAILING ADRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
3. Applicant   Sandra Q. Larson, Bridge Engr. 4. Authorized Agent (if any) Other 
Iowa Department of Transportation ABC Consultants, Inc.  
800 Lincoln Way 123 Main Street  
Ames, IA  50010 Ames, IA  50010  
   

Phone (515) 239-1206 Phone ( 291 ) 291-1111 Phone (     ) 
5.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND REMARKS: 
The proposed US 20 highway relocation includes a channel change of Beaver Creek at approximately Sta. 201 (metric).  The channel change 
reduction is greater than 25% for a drainage area of 22 square miles.  The proposed channel change has a reduction in the original length of the 
existing channel of 16% through the proposed project ROW limits. 
 
6.  IMMEDIATE AND ADJOINING PROPERTY OWNERS: 
Lorraine Mueller, RR 1, Box 100, Iowa Falls, IA 50126, ph. 515-646-2900 
Robert Hatch, 177 P Ave., Iowa Falls, IA 50126, ph. 515-646-1231 
 

7.  PROJECT LOCATION 
STREET, ROAD, OR OTHER DESCRIPTIVE LOCATION QUARTER SECTION T’SHIP RANGE 
Proposed relocation of US 20 

IN OR NEAR CITY OR TOWN 

 
LEGAL 
DESCR. 

SE 7 88N 20W 

1 mile NW of Owasa WATERWAY RIVER MILE 
COUNTY STATE ZIP CODE 
Hardin IA 50126 

Beaver Creek  

8.  Date activity is proposed to commence? April 2000 Date Activity is expected to be 
completed? 

April 2001 

9.  Is any portion of the activity for which authorization is sought now 
complete?  

 Yes X No        If answer is "Yes" give  

      reasons in the Project Description and Remarks section.  List month and year the 
activity was completed      Indicate the existing work on drawings.  

 

10.  List all approvals or certification and denials received from other federal, interstate, state, or local agencies for structures, 
construction, discharges or other activities described in this application.  

ISSUING AGENCY TYPE APPROVAL IDENTIFICATION 
NO. 

DATE OF 
APPLICATION 

DATE OF 
APPROVAL 

DATE OF 
DENIAL 

Corps of Engineers 404  4/24/00 Pending  
      

11.  CONSENT TO ENTER PROPERTY LISTED IN PART 7 IS GRANTED:  
YES  

 NO X  

12.  APPLICATION VERIFICATION (SEE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS) 
       Application is hereby made for the activities described herein.  I certify that I am familiar with the information contained in the 
application, and that to the best of my knowledge and belief, such information is true, complete, and accurate.  I further certify that I 
possess the authority to undertake the proposed activities. 
 
 
                                 (DOT or Consultant Signature here)______________________                         _________________________________ 
                              Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent                                                                                       Date 
 
       ______________________________________________________________                         _________________________________ 
                              Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent                                                                                       Date 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES--ATTENTION:  FLOODPLAIN PERMITS SECTION--SEE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADDRESS 
DNR FORM 36 
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JOINT APPLICATION FORM 
ITEMS 1 AND 2 FOR AGENCY USE  

1.  Application Number 2. Date Received 

3. AND 4. (SEE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS) NAME, MAILING ADRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
   3. Applicant   Sandra Q. Larson, Bridge Engineer 4. Authorized Agent (if any) Other 

Iowa Department of Transportation   
800 Lincoln Way   
Ames, IA  50010   
   

Phone (515) 239-1206 Phone (      ) Phone (     ) 
5.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND REMARKS: 
 
 
 
6.  IMMEDIATE AND ADJOINING PROPERTY OWNERS: 
 
 
 

7.  PROJECT LOCATION 
STREET, ROAD, OR OTHER DESCRIPTIVE LOCATION QUARTER SECT. T’SHIP RANGE 
 

IN OR NEAR CITY OR TOWN 

 
LEGAL 
DESCR. 

    

 WATERWAY RIVER MILE 
COUNTY STATE ZIP CODE 
 IA  

  

8.  Date activity is proposed to commence?  Date Activity is expected to be 
completed? 

 

9.  Is any portion of the activity for which authorization is sought now 
complete?  

 Yes  No        If answer is "Yes", give  

  reasons in the Project Description and Remarks section.  List month and year the 
activity was completed.  Indicate the existing work on drawings.  

 

10.  List all approvals or certification and denials received from other federal, interstate, state, or local agencies for structures, 
construction, discharges or other activities described in this application. 

ISSUING AGENCY TYPE APPROVAL IDENTIFICATION 
NO. 

DATE OF 
APPLICATION 

DATE OF 
APPROVAL 

DATE OF 
DENIAL 

      
      
      

11.  CONSENT TO ENTER PROPERTY LISTED IN PART 7 IS GRANTED:  YES  NO   
12.  APPLICATION VERIFICATION (SEE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS) 
       Application is hereby made for the activities described herein.  I certify that I am familiar with the information contained in the 
application, and  that to the best of my knowledge and belief, such information is true, complete, and accurate.  I further certify that I 
possess the authority to undertake the proposed activities. 
 
 
       ______________________________________________________________                         _________________________________ 
                              Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent                                                                                        Date 
 
       ______________________________________________________________                         _________________________________ 
                              Signature of Applicant or Authorized Agent                                                                                        Date 
 
 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES--ATTENTION:  FLOODPLAIN PERMITS SECTION--SEE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADDRESS 
DNR FORM 36 
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Meandered Streams 

 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources Construction Permits are required for work on or over 
meandered streams. (This is a different permit than a Floodplain Development Permit.)  The term 
“meandered stream” for this permit is a legal description where the State of Iowa owns the 
stream bed and banks of certain reaches of rivers.  A meandered stream is one which at the time 
of the original government survey was so surveyed as to mark, plat and compute acreage of 
adjacent fractional sections.  DNR is responsible for this state-owned land and therefore issues a 
Construction Permit.  The following is a list of the descriptions of the limits of these rivers in the 
state of Iowa.  
 
 
1. Des Moines River.  From Mississippi River to the junction of the east and west branches.  

The west branch to west line T95N, R32W, Palo Alto County, due south of Emmetsburg.  
The east branch to north line T95N, R29W, Kossuth County, near the north edge of Algona.  

 
2. Iowa River.  From Mississippi River to west line T81N, R11W, Iowa County, due north of 

Ladora.  
 
3. Cedar River.  From Iowa River to west line T89N, R13W, Black Hawk County, at the east 

edge of Cedar Falls.  
 
4. Raccoon River.  From Des Moines River to west line of Polk County.  
 
5. Wapsipinicon River.  From Mississippi River to west line T86N, R6W, Linn County 

northwest of Central City.  
 
6. Maquoketa River.  From Mississippi River to west line T84N, R3E Jackson County, due 

north of Maquoketa.  
 
7. Skunk River.  From Mississippi River to north line of Jefferson County, at the southwest 

edge of Coppock.  
 
8. Turkey River.  From Mississippi River to west line T95N, R7W, Fayette County, northwest 

of Clermont.  
 
9. Nishnabotna River.  From Missouri River to north line T67N, R42W, Fremont County, 

northeast of Hamburg.  
 
10. Upper Iowa River.  From Mississippi River to west line Section 28, T100N, R4W, 

Allamakee County, about two and one-half miles upstream from its mouth.  
 
11. Little Maquoketa River.  From Mississippi River to west line Section 35, T90N, R2E, 

Dubuque County, about one mile upstream from its mouth.  
 
12. Mississippi River, Missouri River, Big Sioux River.  
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Instructions for Completing 
Risk Assessment Form for 

Bridges (Culverts) Over Waterways 
 
This form needs to be completed only for those river bridges needing FHWA approval. 
 
 Hydrologic Evaluation 
 
A. Check USGS Water Resources Data 
B. Check Flood Insurance Studies, USGS reports, Corps of Engineer projects, etc. 
C. Estimate backwater for each.  (Method used is optional.)  The backwater estimates should 

be based on the recommended structure.  Method used to compute discharge is normally 
USGS Report 87-4132 or gaging station data if a gaging station is near the site. 

D. For example, DNR Floodplain Development Permit, or Corps 404 Permit. 
 
 
 Property Related Evaluation 
 
A. Low damage potential - No buildings. 

Moderate damage potential - Outbuildings. 
High damage potential - Residential/industrial. 

B. For Flood Insurance Studies, all the information should be in the study.  Call DNR for 
additional information. 

 
 
 Environmental Considerations 
 
A. Check the Concept Statement or the Environmental Assessment. 
 
 
 Highway and Bridge (Culvert) Related Evaluation 
 
A. Check appropriate features if any. 
B. Identify recurrence interval at overtopping (proposed roadgrade) if less than 500 year. 

Length of overtopping ______ m at Q50. 
 
 
 Miscellaneous Comments 
 
A - E. Self Explanatory. 
F. Sample comments: 

Bank stabilization may be required in the future - not recommended at this time. 
Riprap on spur dikes not recommended on this project. 
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Traffic Related Evaluations 
 
A. Self explanatory. 
B. Self explanatory. 
C. Self explanatory. 
D. Detour - If the road (structure) washed, what is the length of the posted detour route? 
 
 
 Present Facility 
 
A. Self explanatory. 
B. At what discharge and recurrence interval does the existing road overtop. 
C. Self explanatory.  Most streams draining less than 1300 sq. kilometers are subject to flash 

flooding. 
 
 
 Alternates 
 
A. Self explanatory. 
B. Self explanatory. 

Discussion:   If other alternatives were considered (e.g., longer bridge or shorter bridge or 
culvert), state in a general way and give reason for rejection. 

  
Examples:  A culvert was considered but was rejected because of drift potential. 

A longer bridge was considered but was not necessary hydraulically and was too 
costly. 

C. For most sites, further analysis would not be necessary. 
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